
RESOLUTION NO. 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CERTAIN 

CHARGES AND FEES FOR CITY CEMETERIES 

 

 

WHEREAS,  the City Council desires to increase cemetery revenues to provide for more 

resources to care for the City’s cemeteries and to reduce the burden being placed on property tax 

payers; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Section 115.09 of the Municipal Code of the City of Washington, Iowa provides 

that the City Council may adopt by Resolution rules and regulations, including fees for services, 

with regards to the City’s cemeteries. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WASHINGTON, IOWA, that the City Council hereby: 

 

 1. Authorizes the fee for administration services shall be fifty dollars ($50.00). 

 

 2. Authorizes the fee for interments which occur on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays 

 shall be one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) in addition to the fee for regular weekday 

 interments. 

 

Passed and approved this 19th day of January, 2011. 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Robert E. Shepherd, Jr., Mayor Pro Tem 

 

 

Attest: 

 

____________________________ 

Illa Earnest, City Clerk 



TO:   Washington City Council 

FROM:  Washington Chamber of Commerce Visitors & Tourism Committee  

DATE:  January 17, 2011 
 

The Washington Chamber of Commerce Visitors & Tourism Committee would like to thank the 

Washington City Council for their generous donation of $10,000 to the committee this past 

fiscal year.  We would like to take this opportunity to update the Council on what the committee 

has been doing this past year to promote Washington. 

 

Memberships/Networking Opportunities 

 The committee has continued to maintain full membership in Iowa Group Travel 

Association.  We now receive all bus tour leads from travel shows group leaders 

attend in Iowa.  The cost for membership dues was $200.   

 The committee has continued our membership in Eastern Iowa Tourism Association 

at a cost of $165.  We have attended three of their Education/Networking meetings.  

The cost to attend EITA meetings was approximately $579. We have received 19 

visitor leads from 13 states, in which information packets were mailed. 

 We continue to send to Welcome Packets to new & prospective City residents. 

Advertising/Marketing Opportunities 

 The committee continues to have presence in the Eastern Iowa Tourism Association 

book with a ¼ page ad.  Total cost for the ad was $200. 

 The committee placed ads in the Kalona Tourism Guide promoting Washington 

events.  Cost: $675.  

 The Chamber also will be represented at the statewide Iowa Group Travel 

Association (IGTA) meeting in Des Moines on February 1, representing the 

Chamber and promoting the City of Washington.  The cost of this will be 

approximately $535.  

 Local ads promoting events and tourism – total cost:  $800. 

 Advertising Washington events in Iowa Today, total cost, approximately $200. 

 The new updated edition of the Washington, Iowa Community Profile magazine was 

available in May 2010.  More than 1,800 of the 5,000 have already been distributed. 

An electronic version is now available.   

 

Marketing the Community/County 

 The committee continued to promote a Self-Guided Cemetery Tour.  The brochure 

was printed for us at no cost. 

 The committee is working with the local motels to promote Sunset Park.  We 

purchased and provided at no charge to motel guests passes to the Aquatic Center.  

Total Cost--$300.  The motels also have Frisbee golf discs that the committee 

provided at no charge. 

 The committee is working with the local motels to promote the Community Y.  We 

will continue to provide, at no charge to motel guests, passes to the Y. 

 The committee continues to track class reunions and provides them with Washington 

books. 



 The committee produced a Washington bag to use as a welcome to visitors.  The bag 

holds marketing materials and coupons for local businesses appropriate to each 

group.  Some of the groups included: Railroad Club swap meet, bus tours and class 

reunions. 

 The committee has updated and continues to enhance the Chamber website Tourism 

Section. 

 We mailed out Barn Quilt postcards as a follow-up to the above shows. In the past, 

this follow-up has usually resulted in one or more inquiries for tours.  

 

 

 

 

Special Events 

 The committee had a joint booth with Barn Quilts of Washington County and Main 

Street Washington at the 2011 Washington County Fair promoting Washington. 

Cost: $120. 

 The committee has developed a brochure that promotes the replica of the world 

record holding 33 foot cornstalk, grown by Don Radda, at the Fairgrounds.  

 The Committee had a booth at the second annual Senior Fair at the Washington 

County Hospital and Clinics in October. 

 The annual Chamber sponsored Craft Show continues to attract tourists to the City.  

More than 67% of the participating 92 vendors were from outside of Washington 

County, and of that, 34% were from 3 neighboring states. 

 

Upcoming 

 The committee is working with the Video Production class of Washington High School 

and two students, Alex Thode and Brock Kimball, who are making the final touches on 

a video highlighting the City of Washington.  It will be ready before the end of January 

and segments of it will appear on YouTube. 

 Relocation of a Round Barn to the County Fair grounds in 2011. 

 The committee is exploring the possibility of working with the Pork Procures and other 

groups to have a community/county wide event later this calendar year. 

 We stand ready to welcome and prepare for a possible RAGBRAI route through 

Southeast Iowa that will be announced later this month. 

 

The committee continues to find our biggest challenge to be educating local residents 

about available opportunities.  Tourism encourages people to shop Washington, enjoy 

Washington’s friendliness, eat in Washington, stay in Washington and attend Washington 

events.  This is an important process implementing the Visitors & Tourism mission 

statement, “The mission of the Visitors & Tourism Committee is 
to create a climate of hospitality, and inform and showcase 

to residents and visitors the special places and events in 

the Washington area.” 

 

This is not a complete listing of all the Visitors & Tourism Committee did in the past year, but 

we wanted to give you what we think are the highlights along with some dollar figures, so you 



can see that the money you grant to us has been put to good use.  We are very excited about 

what this committee has done and the future of tourism in Washington County.  We would like 

to request that city funding for the important component of marketing and promoting tourism 

opportunities continue, ideally in the requested amount of $10,000 level of support.  Thank you 

for your past support and we look forward to the future of Washington!! 

 

Visitors & Tourism Committee Members: 

 

Nancy Adrian, Illa Earnest, Bill Fredrick, Marianne Hanshaw, JoAnn Zager,  Julie Mangold, 

Gary McCurdy, Heather Schultz, Fred Stark, and Carol Wehr 
 































 

City of Washington 

Memorandum 

To: Mayor Johnson and City Council 

From: David S. Plyman, City Administrator 

Date: January 17, 2011 

Re: Health Insurance 

ISSUE 

Consider renewal of health insurance plan with Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The City offers health insurance benefits to full-time employees through Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield.  Employees do not contribute for single coverage.  Employees receiving family coverage pay 25 
percent of the premium through payroll deductions.  The plan year begins March 1. 

Wellmark has offered to renew the plan at a 1.88% reduction.  Next year’s monthly premium will be 
$507 for single coverage and $1,268 for family.  The City budgeted a premium increase of ten percent. 

Our agent, Terrie Copler with True North, told me that this premium reduction is unusual.  She says 
most of her clients’ renewals are increases. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve renewing the City’s health insurance policy with Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue Shield. 



Cemetery Report for Jan. 19th 2011 

  

 So far only 1 funeral for this month. 
 I have helped move snow downtown on the 12th. 
 I also went out to the airport on the 11th and the 12th to clear up the snow. 
 M/C helped on Mon. with the airport after they finished up in town.  
 I also plowed out the W.W.T.P. on Tues. 
 I then opened up the cemetery on Tues. afternoon and then again on  Wed. and 

again on Thursday. The wind drifted in the cemetery pretty good. 
 I'm also helping the police with their security system. 
 Other than that I'm working to keep equipment in good operating shape for the 

conditions. and working on the budget.  

  

          Rick W. 
 



WWTP report for 

January 19, 2011 

Council Meeting 
 

 After hour alarm and dog call outs 
31

st
    WWTP by-pass, went out to report lagoon by-pass to IDNR, 12:11 p.m. Fred 

31
st
    dog call, Paws & More called city dog to be picked up at the shelter, 12:30 p.m. Jason 

 6
th

     dog cal l, Safety Center reported a dog to be picked up at 1007 East 3
rd

, 6:30 p.m. Jason 

 8
th

     dog call, Safety Center reported a dog to be picked up at E 2
nd

 & N 10
th

,  11:55 a.m. Jason 

 

 WWTP lagoon – The lagoon is pumping down at press time. 

 

 Digester boiler – The boiler quit running on 14
th

. The boiler is used to heat the digester control 

room and warm the bio-solids to a temp of 98-99 degrees for stabilization. Leet Refrigeration had 

to replace several major components inside the control panel to get the boiler to burn. The boiler 

was back in service by the 22
nd

. The cost of this repair will be very expensive.  

 

 Digester recirculation (recirc) pump – Jason went to Electric Pump Company (EPC) in Des 

Moines on Jan 10
th

, to pick up the new recirc pump so we could install it in-house. EPC quoted us 

a price of $3000-$4000 for them to install it. We had  to change some piping and install two (2) 

new four (4) inch valves to get it plumbed into the recirc line. Leet came on the 11
th

,  to power up 

the pump which is wired into the digester boiler control panel. The new recirc was in service by 

noon. The digester was back to normal operation at that time, too. 

 

 WWTP December 2010 MOR – 1/31 days bypass over lagoon standpipe, 47.628 million gallons 

(mg) treated, 47.296 mg through WWTP, 0.332 mg in and out of lagoon. Average daily flow 

1.536 mg, maximum daily flow 1.857 mg, minimum daily flow 1.168 mg, Sunset Park lift station 

bypassed for a total of 38.0 hours. No SSO’s out of the head works building for December 

2010. Removal/ 85% required CBOD5= 91% Total Suspended Solids= 90% 

 

 December 2010  WWTP NPDES permit violations 

 Ammonia –nitrogen violations  

 21
st
  daily max limit    5.90 mg/L            result  6.24 mg/L 

21
st
  daily max limit    67 lbs/d       result  78.6  lbs/d 

Monthly avg.   limit    3.30 mg/L       result   3.35 mg/L 

Monthly avg.   limit   38 lbs/d       result  42.70 lbs/d  

 Total Suspended Solids (TSS) violations 

 None to report 

CBOD5 violations 

None to report 

 

 Snow removal – Thanks to M/C and Rick for keeping the entrance road open and cleaned around 

the buildings. 

 

 Underpass lift station – On January 7, 2011the trees that caused a power outage on October 31, 

2010 were finally trimmed away from the lift station electrical service lines. I contacted Alliant on 

November 8 & 22, 2010 and January 6, 2011 to get these trees trimmed. 

 

 

  

    Fred E. Doggett 

 1/13/2011 2:00 PM 

                                                                   

 

            



  
  

               



  Maintenance & Construction Department Report 
 
12/25/10 – 1/7/11 
 

 
 STREETS:  M/C personnel finished hauling piles of snow off the square from the previous 

week. Installed a new post for a stop sign at N 12th –E 11th that was hit due to icy conditions. 

Salted the town once due to an inch of snow on the 7th of January.  
 

 
 WATER DISTRIBUTION:  M/C personnel installed a 1” water tap for a new business @ 1710 

E. Washington St. Responded to an apartment building on the 200 block of West Main that 

had no water and resolved it in a timely matter.  Repaired a 4 inch water main break @ 106 
Green Meadows Dr, also repaired a water service leak @ 302 East Jefferson St which 

included installing a new curb stop.  
 

 
 SEWER COLLECTION: M/C personnel dyed some sewer services to pin point their location of 

travel. Installed a section of 8” pvc sewer main pipe for an existing sewer service @ 403 

West Main St. 
 

 
STORM SEWER COLLECTION: M/C personnel located and opened intakes.  

 

 
MECHANIC/SHOP: M/C personnel serviced #134(grader), PD #672, #303, FD #003, #502. 

Installed new 2-way radios in #117, #611, #111.   
 

 
OTHER: M/C personnel picked up x-mas trees throughout the town. Personnel had 20 water 

shut-offs for nonpayment. Cleaned the old library by hauling the majority of it to the 

recycling center. Hauled 16 ton of sand to the stockpile. Responded to 17 One Call Locates.  
 

 
Please note that this report does not include every task M/C personnel performed, but shall be a highlight 
of our work performed as a department. 
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