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or you can leave messages 

for me at City Hall at (319) 

653-6584 and I will return 

your call! I am planning on 

being available to meet Tues-

day - Thursday between 1:30 

and 3:30, or by appointment 

for individuals that aren't 

available during those times. 

Please don’t hesitate to make 

your positions known to ei-

ther your city councilor or to 

myself. Even if it doesn’t al-

ways seem like it, I cannot 

overstate how important and 

effective public opinion is. 

  Thank you everyone, and 

here's to a great 2018!  

 

 First off, 

Happy New 

Year! I hope 

this newslet-

ter finds you 

well! 

   Personally, 

my exciting 

news is the 

birth of the first baby in my 

immediate family; my first 

nephew! His name is Lincoln 

James and despite so many 

dark-haired genetics on both 

sides, he has light-reddish 

hair much like his namesake, 

his Grandpa Jim! Thanks for 

letting me share this news 

with you. I likewise enjoy 

learning of the many bless-

ings of marriage and birth 

and more from all of you. 

   Second, I must confess (for 

the sake of accuracy) "From 

the Desk of" isn't quite true… 

because THERE ISN'T A DESK!  

Currently the Mayor does not 

have an office in City Hall! (It's 

okay, though, there just liter-

ally isn't space!) In fact, Mayor 

Johnson moved several times 

before her office space be-

came non-existent to make 

room for others. 

   I mention this not for a pity 

party, I'm fine without having 

an office or a desk! But I also 

want to do this job well and be 

accessible. So, I want you to 

know how I can be reached if 

necessary: I can be reached 

v i a  e - m a i l  a t 

staff to discuss and review 

these issues up close. 

  Since 2013, the City has 

been implementing a finan-

cial planning process for 

these much-needed improve-

ments.  We are in the process 

of saving the vast majority of 

the funds up for the improve-

ments, and no tax increase is 

anticipated for the improve-

ments, since we have built 

this project into our long-term 

debt planning model over the 

past several years.  We be-

lieve we have developed a 

plan that is carefully meas-

ured in scope and cost, but is 

responsible to long-term 

needs.  With any luck, this 

project will stand the test of 

time for decades and decades 

in the same way as the origi-

nal improvements made in 

1974. 

    

  Additional information is 

continued on page 3. 

  The City has struggled with 

a lack of space for Police, Fire 

and City Hall operations for a 

number of years, especially 

since the relocation of the 

Police Department to its cur-

rent location in the same 

building with City Hall and 

Fire in 2005.   

  The City undertook a de-

tailed facility study to look at 

building improvement op-

tions and space needs in 

2013, and completed this 

study in 2014.  Following that, 

a lively debate over the pe-

riod of the next several years 

regarding the selected plan 

for improvements ultimately 

resulted in the sale of the for-

mer public library at 120 East 

Main in early 2017 and the 

established the direction for 

improvements as the 

“campus plan”.  This plan 

calls for construction of a new 

Fire Station directly south of 

the existing facility at 215 East 

Washington and the subse-

quent renovation within the 

following two years of the 

existing building for City Hall 

and Police. 

  While public facility im-

provements are often a diffi-

cult and even controversial 

undertaking, no square foot-

age has been added to these 

City facilities since their 

original construction in 1974, 

and the lack of space for 

meetings, equipment, offices 

and permanent files is felt 

every single day in our op-

erations.  There is no Council 

Chambers or Mayor’s office, 

and much equipment is either 

stored outside or at off-site 

locations; permanent files are 

often stored either in stacks of 

boxes in working offices or in 

non-climate controlled envi-

ronments.  We invite any 

member of the public to 

schedule a time to walk 

through the facility with our 
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69.13 SNOW EMERGENCY.  No 

person shall park, abandon or 

leave unattended any vehicle on 

any public street, alley, or City-

owned or leased off-street park-

ing area during any snow emer-

gency proclaimed by the Mayor 

unless the snow has been re-

moved or plowed from said 

street, alley or parking area and 

the snow has ceased to fall.  A 

snow emergency parking ban 

shall continue from the proclama-

tion throughout the duration of the 

snow or ice storm and the forty-

eight (48) hour period after cessa-

tion of such storm except as 

above provided upon streets, 

which have been fully opened.  

Such a ban shall be of uniform 

application and the Police Chief is 

directed to publicize the require-

ments widely, using all available 

news media, in early November 

each year.  Where predictions or 

occurrences indicate the need, 

the Mayor shall proclaim a snow 

emergency and the Police Chief 

shall inform the news media to 

publicize the proclamation and 

the parking rules there under.  

Such emergency may be ex-

tended or shortened when condi-

tions warrant. 

      

Meet Our New City Council Members 

Snow Emergency Ordinance 
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Steven Gault, Second 

Ward   I'm Steven Gault. I was 

elected to the office of ward 2 

council member, in  September 

2016. I have served a year as 

ward 2 councilman. I was 

elected to a 4 year term in 2017.  

    I have lived in Washington for the 

greater part of my life. I am married to 

JoAnn Gault and we are parents to 2 chil-

dren. Chris Gault of Washington Iowa and 

Jennifer Greene of Bradenton Florida. We 

have 4 grand boys. 

  I worked 28 years at the McCleary-

Cummings.  I am presently employed at 

the University of Iowa. 

  My goal as city councilman is to leave 

Washington a better place for our future 

generations. It will take a lot of hard work 

but as a city council working together this 

is  obtainable. Washington is a great small 

town with lots of gems hidden within 

its  city limits.   

Fran Stigers, Fourth Ward  
I’m a single parent of five adult 

children and five grandchil-

dren. I’m a U.S. ARMY Veteran, 

a past member of the Planning 

and Zoning Committee, as well 

as a past member of the City of 

Washington Park Board.  I’m a current 

member of the Sons of the American Legion 

and Legion Riders, Post 29.  I have enjoyed 

twenty-nine years of officiating high school 

sports for the State of Iowa. 

   I want to help make Washington a better 

place to live for everyone. I have experi-

ence working with large budgets, collabo-

rations, and I enjoy serving people.  I will 

be the voice of those in my ward and of the 

citizens of Washington. 

Elaine Moore, At Large   

  I was born and raised in Iowa 

City graduating from West 

High and moved to Washington 

in 1978.  I am married to Mike 

Moore and we are the parents 

of four kids.  Mike’s two boys 

Nick (Sally) live in Eugene, Oregon and 

Chris (Stacy) live in Urbandale, Ia.  We 

have two daughters Keely (Scott) live here 

in Washington and Tia (Austin) live in North 

Liberty.  We have five grandchildren.  I 

have been in banking for the last 28 

years.  I am currently employed fulltime at 

Hills Bank & Trust Company here in Wash-

ington.  I have a lot to learn about our city 

government as I start my term.  My goal the 

first year is to educate myself so I can fully 

understand how the council comes to the 

decisions they are making.   My goal would 

be to help the community understand why 

we are making these decisions. 

 

53.01 OWNER AND/OR OC-

CUPANT The owner and/or 

occupant of any building, or 

any part thereof, fronting upon, 

abutting, lying or adjacent to 

any public sidewalk or the 

owner or agent of any unoccu-

pied building, lot, lots, tract, or 

parcel of ground fronting 

upon, abutting, lying or adja-

cent to any public sidewalk 

shall clear such sidewalk of all 

snow and/or ice accumulation 

within 24 hours after the snow 

has ceased, or ice has formed.  

This chapter shall not relieve 

the owner and/or occupant 

from any liability for injuries or 

damages occurring as a result 

of the snow and/or ice accumu-

lation on the sidewalk, nor 

shall this chapter render the 

City to a person, persons, firm 

or corporation for damages as 

a result of the injuries occur-

ring upon the sidewalk. 

53.02 CONDITIONAL RE-

MOVAL When it is not practi-

cal for the owner and/or occu-

pant to remove the accumu-

lated snow and/or ice from the 

sidewalk because it is frozen to 

the sidewalk, the owner and/or 

occupant shall spread suitable 

material upon the sidewalk to 

prevent the sidewalk from be-

ing slippery. 

53.03 REMOVAL BY PER-

SONS OTHER THAN THE 

CITY  

1. It shall be unlawful to re-

move snow or ice from private 

property and deposit the same 

upon any public street, alley or 

sidewalk.  Nothing in this sec-

tion shall prohibit the deposit-

ing of the same upon the park-

ing area abutting the private 

property from which the snow 

and ice accumulations have 

been removed. 

2. It shall be unlawful to re-

move snow or ice from private, 

commercial, or public prop-

erty and deposit the same 

upon any abutting private, 

commercial, or public prop-

erty.  3. It shall be unlawful to 

remove snow from public right 

of way in a manner that inter-

feres with or unduly restricts 

vehicular and/or pedestrian 

traffic. 4. This subsection shall 

not apply to or limit the City’s 

snowplowing operations. 

53.04 NOTICE  TO ABATE 

Whenever a snow and ice nui-

sance exists upon any prop-

erty, a City official may serve 

notice upon the owner, 

owner’s agent, or occupant of 

the property to abate the nui-

sance with 48 hours or within a 

stated longer period if the City 

official determines it necessary 

to avoid undue hardship, un-

der the nuisance abatement 

procedures outlined in Chap-

ter 50 of this Code of Ordi-

nances. 

 Parking During Winter 

Weather Conditions 

   The Marion Avenue Baptist 

Church has agreed to allow 

use  of their gravel parking lot 

(on the corner of South Ave B 

and West Washington St) for 

parking during winter weather 

conditions. 

  The City will put up a 4ft x 4ft 

sign on the square that reads 

SNOW REMOVAL TONIGHT in 

the morning  when they are  to 

clean downtown. 

Snow Removal Ordinance 

Trash can stickers for 2018 

are now available  

at City Hall at $90 each. 



Conceptual Design for New City Hall, Police & Fire Departments  
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We are planning public presentations on January 4, January 15, and February 5, all located at the existing Fire Sta-

tion and held at 6:30 PM.  Public tours of the facility will take place following the presentations.  We also plan to have 

display boards and additional information available at the Fire Department’s Pancake Day on January 10. 



Xmas Tree Drop Off and 

Pickup   

   

  The City has set up a Xmas tree 

drop off area on the South-east cor-

ner of Central Park Tuesday, Janu-

ary 2 thru Wednesday, January 10th.  

Residents can also put their trees on 

the Street corners opposite of fire hydrants, or 

they can haul them out to the Waste Water 

Treatment Plant brush pile site. The tree pickups 

will also take place January 2 thru January 10.   
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ANNUAL PANCAKE DAY 

The Washington Fire Department is holding their 

Annual Pancake Day at the Fire Station 

Wednesday, January 10 

11 AM to 1 PM and 

5 PM to 7 PM 

Advanced tickets -Adults $7, Kids $5 

At the Door -Adults $8, Kids $6 

Get your advanced tickets from any Fireman, the 

Fire Station, Glandons Southside Service, and 

Washington State Bank. 

Notice of 

Spring 

Cleanup for 

Elm Grove & 

Woodlawn 

Cemeteries 
  We will begin spring cleanup of 

all decorations, flowers, wreaths, 

grave blankets, etc. on March 1, 

2018 weather permitting.  Any 

decorations left after March 1, 

2018 will be picked up and dis-

posed of during spring cemeter-

ies cleanup.  Decorations accept-

able to leave include: Shepherds’ 

hooks, military markers, monu-

ment toppers, planted and potted 

flowers, and vase flowers.  

Please NO GLASS containers.  

All decorations must be off of the 

ground and placed on monument 

stones or foundations.  Any deco-

rations left on ground, if the 

decorations are not on monu-

ments or monument foundations, 

will be removed and disposed of.  

Live flowers whether potted or 

planted /wreaths/grave blan-

kets/flags/etc. will be disposed 

of when they become unsightly.  

Any questions, please call Elm 

Grove Cemetery office at 319-653

-3927.  Thank You. 

Library News 

 
Dewey Or Don't We? 

   

  If you've visited the library's 

Children's department lately, you may have 

noticed that our juvenile non-fiction section has 

gotten much more colorful. Aside from making 

the section stand out a bit more, the colorful 

labels have a deeper meaning -- they are there 

to help our youngest patrons learn to independ-

ently explore library resources, making it easier 

to discover subjects of interest to them. 

  So, what do the colors mean? Our non-fiction 

sections are organized by the Dewey Decimal 

system. Each subject area has a number associ-

ated with it, and each 100's section represents a 

large subject. It should be easier to find what 

you're looking for now because each 100's sec-

tion has its own color! 

  Finally, because we know children and adults 

tend to browse by subject, we've put the subject 

name right there on the spine label. Come visit 

the collection and we're sure you'll find some-

thing to take home! 


